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Aspire P-16:  On the Successful Opening of the New 

Springfield High School 

 

September 7th was a beautiful sunny day – just perfect for the dedication of 
Springfield High School!  Springfield High, a $63 million building will serve as the 
consolidated high school for Springfield City Schools.  The high school is the 16th 
and final new building constructed by Springfield’s partnership with the Ohio 
School Facilities Commission.  Springfield paid 18% of the costs; the OSFC paid 
82% of the costs. 
 
Superintendent Donald R. Thompson presided over the dedication ceremony 
that featured remarks by School Board President Donna Picklesimer and Mayor 
Warren Copeland, as well as presentations from the architects, construction 
team, state representatives, and Springfield Educators Association President, 
Greg Krouse.  Many students volunteered their time to lead tours of their new 
school.  Nearly 3,000 community members took advantage of this opportunity to 
explore the new high school. 
 
Springfield High is serving approximately 2000 students this year.  Students and 
staff are populating four small schools within the high school.  District leaders 
say this design offers the best of both worlds – the full offerings of a large high 
school without sacrificing the benefits of small learning communities.  Students 
have an academic home in their small school, but all courses and all 
extracurricular activities are open to everyone. 
 
Springfield High offers a large number courses and programs to prepare 
students for the successful transition to the rigors of college:  four world 
languages, American Sign Language, 13 Advanced Placement (AP) courses, 
“Project Lead the Way” Engineering Curriculum, GEARUP, and the area’s only 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. 
 
To learn more about the new Springfield High School, visit the school’s website 
www.WeAreSpringfieldHigh.org, or call the main office at 505-4320. 

 

 

 

 

Questions/Comments? E-mail karenstiles@aspirep16.com or call 937.328.7960 

Feel free to forward this newsletter to others. Contact us if you would like to be added to the mailing list. 

Good News 

 

The dedication kicked off with a 
ceremonial ribbon cutting by the 
Small School Planning 
Committee’s Student Leadership 
Team – comprised of students 
from North and South High who 
worked with high school and 
district staff over the past year.  
Many of those students are 
pictured with Mayor Warren 
Copeland holding the big 
scissors for this big event.  
 

 

One of the highlights of the 
ceremony was when Springfield 
Senior Grace Hypolite sang the 
school’s new Alma Mater, “Gold, 
Blue, and White!” for the first 
time, accompanied by Choir 
Director David Weimer.   
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Chair   Jim Roediger, Owner, Roediger Realty*   
Vice Chair  Debbie Finkes, Superintendent, Clark-Shawnee Local Schools* 
Secretary  Bob Welker, Professor of Education, Wittenberg University* 
Treasurer  Karen Rafinski, President, Clark State Community College* 
Executive Director Karen Stiles 
Mark Erickson  President, Wittenberg University 
Stacia Smith   Superintendent, Clark County Educational Service Center 
Randy Richardson Superintendent, Springfield-Clark Career Technology Center 
Donald Thompson Superintendent, Springfield City Schools 
Ed Rhoads  Teacher, President, Springfield Education Association 
Steve Sidlo  Publisher, Springfield News and Sun 
Chuck Ingle  Past Chairman, Chamber of Commerce* 
Nick Demana  President, Benjamin Steel Co 
Paul Kesaris  Sr. Vice-President, Qbase 
John Landess  Executive Director, The Turner Foundation 
Ted Vander Roest Executive Director, The Springfield Foundation 
Wally Martinson Executive Director, The Nehemiah Foundation 
Doug Lineberger Executive Director, United Way 
Maria Messer  Program Director, Casa Amiga 
Ernest Brown  Pastor, St. John Missionary Baptist Church 
Bob Suver  Director, Clark County Dept of Job and Family Services 
Joseph Monnin  Judge, Clark County Juvenile Court 
Mike McDorman President, Chamber of Commerce  
Cathy Balas  Director of Education, Avetec*  
Mary Patton  Director, Clark State Community College 
Terry Weinburger VP Mission Services, Community Mercy Health Partners 
Bruce Stewart  At-large 

Marilyn Demma Executive Director, Family and Children First Council 
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*Executive Committee Members 


