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Supporting Student Success:  A Report From the Public-

Private Collaborative Commission 

 

In November 2007, Governor Ted Strickland and state legislators directed the Public-
Private Collaborative Commission to make policy and program recommendations that 
promote high levels of student achievement.  Specifically, they asked what changes in 
state policy and local education practice are needed to help all students become 
successful learners, and to keep them in the “education pipeline” until they have 
graduated from high school and are ready for postsecondary education and careers 
without remediation. 
 
The Commission’s recommendations call for a fully integrated birth-to-career, 
performance-based education system, with responsibility for results shared by 
communities, families and schools.  The Commission’s four “game-changing” action 
priorities will enable Ohio to personalize, extend and accelerate learning by taking it 
beyond traditional school boundaries. 
 
Action Priority #1 
Create a new culture of learning in which entire communities share responsibility for the 
well-being and educational performance of every student. 
Action Priority #2 
Meet the learning needs of all students through a system of extended, accelerated and 
connected learning. 
Action Priority #3 
Make dropout prevention, early intervention and recovery a priority in every Ohio school 
and school district, beginning in the early grades. 
Action Priority #4 
Enhance school leaders’ willingness and capacity to build strategic bridges with families 
and communities. 
 
This expanded view of teaching, learning, schooling and education is the key to student 
success. It is why the Commission borrowed the C.S. Mott Foundation’s mantra – a new 
day for learning – and used it as an inspiration for fashioning its own vision of a new 
learning day in Ohio. 
 
 
 
For more information or to download the report, visit the Partnership for Continued 
Learning’s website at www.pcl.ohio.gov 

 

Questions/Comments? E-mail karenstiles@aspirep16.com or call 937.328.7960 

Feel free to forward this newsletter to others. Contact us if you would like to be added to the mailing list. 

 

Clark County P-16 

Noted in Report 
In the Commission’s view, 
community-based or regional 
P-16 councils are Ohio’s best 
hope for linking education 
reform, workforce training and 
economic development. With 
the support and active 
participation of educators, 
business leaders, health and 
social service providers, city 
and county officials, and 
representative community 
and parent leaders, these 
councils can develop and 
pursue comprehensive 
strategies for education 
reform and local-regional 
development. Significantly, 
these councils are emerging 
and beginning to reshape 
education and workforce 
training initiatives in several 
Ohio communities – most 
notably in Clark, Hamilton, 
Montgomery, Stark and 
Summit counties, as well as 
southern Ohio. 
 

Commission Members 
Gene T. Harris, co-chair 
Superintendent, Columbus City 
Schools 
Jerry Jurgensen, co-chair 
CEO, Nationwide 
Eric D. Fingerhut, Chancellor 
Ohio Board of Regents 
Michael Mann, Principal 
Lincoln Way Elementary School 
Wooster, Ohio 
Adrienne O’Neill, President 
Stark Education Partnership 
Canton, Ohio 
Susan Tave Zelman, 
Superintendent 
Ohio Department of Education 
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Chair   Jim Roediger, Owner, Roediger Realty*   
Vice Chair  Debbie Finkes, Superintendent, Clark-Shawnee Local Schools* 
Secretary  Bob Welker, Professor of Education, Wittenberg University* 
Treasurer  Karen Rafinski, President, Clark State Community College* 
Executive Director Karen Stiles 
Mark Erickson  President, Wittenberg University 
Stacia Smith   Superintendent, Clark County Educational Service Center 
Randy Richardson Superintendent, Springfield-Clark Career Technology Center 
Donald Thompson Superintendent, Springfield City Schools 
Ed Rhoads  Teacher, President, Springfield Education Association 
Steve Sidlo  Publisher, Springfield News and Sun 
Chuck Ingle  Past Chairman, Chamber of Commerce* 
Nick Demana  President, Benjamin Steel Co 
Paul Kesaris  Sr. Vice-President, Qbase 
John Landess  Executive Director, The Turner Foundation 
Ted Vander Roest Executive Director, The Springfield Foundation 
Wally Martinson Executive Director, The Nehemiah Foundation 
Doug Lineberger Executive Director, United Way 
Maria Messer  Program Director, Casa Amiga 
Ernest Brown  Pastor, St. John Missionary Baptist Church 
Bob Suver  Director, Clark County Dept of Job and Family Services 
Joseph Monnin  Judge, Clark County Juvenile Court 
Mike McDorman President, Chamber of Commerce  
Cathy Balas  Director of Education, Avetec*  
Mary Patton  Director, Clark State Community College 
Terry Weinburger VP Mission Services, Community Mercy Health Partners 
Bruce Stewart  At-large 

Marilyn Demma Executive Director, Family and Children First Council 
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*Executive Committee Members 


